
The Centre for Development Studies has a long tradition of facilitating 
informed discussion on Kerala’s economy. This commenced with the 
publication of a very influential volume, Poverty, Unemployment and 
Development Policy by Professor K N Raj and his associates in 1975 based 
on a project sponsored by the United Nations. In fact, the unique 
development experience of Kerala has earned it the reputation of being a 
model of development. Subsequent to that path breaking publication, 
several members of the CDS faculty and indeed M Phil and Ph.D students at 
the Centre have published monographs and journal articles on different 
aspects of the state’s economy. But an all-encompassing monograph 
which discusses the more recent performance of the state has so far not 
been available. It is hoped that the present volume will fill this important 
gap in the literature on Kerala’s economy.

The book addresses several oft repeated propositions regarding Kerala’s 
economy with fresh empirical data and methods of data analysis. These 
are integration of the state’s economy with the rest of the world, the 
importance of remittances sent by Kerala workers especially from the 
Middle East, the state of Kerala’s manufacturing sector and the condition 
of her environment. The book deals with these current and longstanding 
issues in 7 broad groups such as sustainable development, commercial 
crops, livestock and fisheries, high tech manufacturing and modern 
industries, international trade, migration and remittances and health.

It is hoped that the book will precipitate a very lively debate on all these 
issues which have become more important now than ever before.
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“Kerala is well known for its exceptional success on human development. This wide-
ranging book complements this story, with an excellent comprehensive overview of 
Kerala’s economy, focusing particularly on patterns of international and inter-state trade, 
its response to environmental challenges, and migration issues.  The book provides an 
admirable and fitting celebration of the fifty-year anniversary of the pioneering Centre 
for Development Studies in Kerala and should be compulsory reading for anyone 
concerned with economic development in the state and beyond”.

Professor Frances Stewart
University of Oxford, UK

“A fitting tribute to the fifty years of the productive existence of CDS, this volume affirms 
once again that Kerala continues to be a fascinating object of study and research in 
development literature. The essays in this collection eminently succeed in mapping out 
Kerala’s  development trajectory  in the world economy which has a history that goes 
back to the third millennium BC and a migration episode that transformed the economy 
and society.  Sunil Mani has edited the work admirably into an organic entity.  The work 
opens a splendid opportunity for informed debates and research on Kerala ’s 
development in greater depth”.

Professor M A Oommen
Honorary Fellow, CDS

“Kerala’s developmental trajectory has long stood out as an exceptional case of 
successful inclusion and capability enhancement and has attracted extensive scholarly 
attention.  Much less is known about Kerala’s integration into the world economy.  The 16 
essays in this book provide a comprehensive and detailed picture of  how Kerala’s 
economy, across a full range of sectors, is managing global integration.  The essays assess 
aggregate trends of globalization, impacts on sustainability, how different labor markets 
are being affected and how new patterns of production and trade are shaping growth and 
distributive outcomes.   From the careful parsing of data to detailed dissection of policies 
and institutional changes, the analysis that emerges is rich, complex and invaluable”. 

Professor Patrick Heller
Brown University, USA

“Students of Indian development know that Kerala’s development experience diverged 
from the Indian one in significant ways. In recent years, the divergence took a distinct 
form as Kerala forged ahead with innovations in environment and natural-resource 
management, institutions, and technology. Kerala and the World Economy tells this story 
with a set of high-quality research-based surveys”. 

Professor Tirthankar Roy 
London School of Economics, UK
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